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7% Their Battle 
Against Castro, 

Cuban Revolutionaries 
Create Arms 

From Impossible Sources! 
By Robert K. Brown 



? ? TERRY, Jerry, amigo, vega 
t) aqui, look what we have!” 

I peered out the window of a 
ramshackle second story apartment, 
and saw two Cubans jumping up 
and down around a beat up ’55 
Ford. I followed Jerry — one of 
the freelance American advisors to 
various Cuban exile groups — 
downstairs through a mish-mash of 
military manuals, field equipment 
and other gear. 

Grinning from ear to ear, the 
Cubans popped upon the trunk and 
there lay their prize — a some- 
what beat-up assault rifle. Jerry 
picked it up, shrugged, and went 
back upstairs for some manuals 
and reference books. • Several hours 
later, he had decided that it w r as 
a Fallschirmjager Geivehr — 44 
parachutist rifle. 

“It’s of East German origin — 
one of those shipped to the Com- 
munist-oriented Arbenz government 
in 1954. Probably given to Castro 
by somebody in the Guatemalan 
government. How r it got here, only 
the Lord knows.” The Cubans left 
crestfallen when they were in- 
formed they shouldn’t buy it. Ammo 
was too difficult to secure. 

A few" nights later at a safe 
house somewhere in the Caribbean, 
there was a knock on the door. 
There were more Cubans, this time 
with BAR magazines that they 
wanted altered to fit a Jap Nambu 
machine gun converted to .30/06. 

Such episodes are common in the 
Caribbean area where Cuban exiles 
carry on a constant struggle against 



cohorts. Those exiles, not working 
wdth the CIA, find it extremely dif- 
ficult to procure satisfactory tools 
of the trade to fight Fidel. Dif- 
ficulty in procurement of weapons 
of war has driven the Cuban exiles 
to a desperate search for weapons 
of any kind — anywhere. This not 
only has resulted in their arming 
themselves with a wild conglomera- 
tion of weapons but forced them to 
come up with a multitude of im- 
provisations. If necessity is the 
mother of invention, then the lack 
of machine guns is the mother of 
many gunsmiths. 

Cubans complain that such in- 
ventiveness is not to their liking 
but a necessity. They point out 
that Fidel, in his fight against 
Batista, was allowed to operate in 
comparative freedom. Due to the 
U.S. -caused scarcity of automatic 
weapons, exiles are forced to utilize 
whatever can be scrounged, stolen, 
bought, invented or conjured. 

One method of obtaining satis- 
factory weapons is to convert 
foreign weapons to accept either .30 
caliber or NATO caliber ammo. 
According to one arms expert aid- 
ing in procurement of weapons for 
the independent exile groups, the 
Japanese Nambu Model 99 is the 
easiest to convert to .30/06. 

“The only part modified is the 
magazine. We take a twenty-shot 
BAR mag and file an extra maga- 
zine notch to correspond wdth the 
magazine catch in the front of 
the magazine well. We then drive 
the cross pin out and file a small 




A member of Commando L works on 
this 20mm anti-tank cannon some- 
where in the Carribean. This weapon 
v/as used in the attack upon a Rus- 
sian freighter, the Baku, in Havana 
Harbor, 1963. Below: Commando L's 
boats are tied up before Florida Cus- 
toms office. Boats were confiscated 
after raid. 
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altered slightly to accommodate the 
additional length of the BAR mag. 
r ihe only additional modification is 
running a .30 caliber reamer down 
the barrel. 

‘The rate of fire is perfect, 
since you can adiust it to fire 
between 500 and 700 rounds per 
minute. It has a tendency to tear 
off the rim of the case if you fire 
it in excess of seven hundred 
rounds per minute. These sell for 
about $125, if you’re not buying 
from some con artist that’s trying 



imng ne- can. 

“We also modify the 96 model. 
We pulled the barrels and replaced 
Springfield barrels 
chambered to 7.62 NATO, using 
the barrel fittings from the old 
bairel. Braze a small hook on an 
M-14 mag and we’re all set 
“Another weapon we’ve modified 
is a French Chatellerault 1924 M29. 
We reamed the chamber for .30/06 
and milled out the magazine well 
to accommodate a BAR magazine 
Once the mag fits the well, we 
insert it into the well, then braze 




of the mag. The face of the "bolt 
is recessed on the original bolt 
with the feed rib extending over 
the cartridge recess. It’s necessary 
to grind the feed rib off flush with 
the face of the bolt. Cubans that 
have used them are quite satisfied.” 
One hard-charging Cuban action 
group, Alpha 66, obtained two M-2 
Browning .30 caliber aircraft guns. 
A BAR bipod was attached to the' 
barrel; a 1919A6 metal shoulder 
stock was attached to the rear and 
a pistol grip welded to the buffer 
housing. The rear sight consisted of 
a piece of angle iron with two 
screws which allowed for windage 
adjustment. The front sight was 
nothing more than a screw which 
turned in and out of a hole. 

“Two of these,” according to an- 
other American advisor, “were used 
on a strike against a tin plant in 
1963. Unfortunately, they were 
abandoned when the raiders had to 
return to their mother ships.” 
Another group used a DP light 
machine gun which had been con- 
verted to .30/06, using Johnson 
light machine gun mags. The cham- 
ber was sleeved and a sheet metal 
housing was made for the maga- 
zines. 

These Cubans also have come up 
with a wild variety of .50 caliber 
combinations much too complex to 
go into at this time. 

Lack of rounds for their 57 and 
75mm recoiless rifles has forced the 
Cubans into the handloading busi- 
ness in a big way. The first step 
toward developing a live round is to 
buy a 75mm recoilless sub-caliber 
round. They insert a steel plug in 
the nose of the projectile. A base 
fuze is inserted in its rear. Anyone 
with a small lathe can turn these 
out. The projectile then is filled 
with C-3 or C-4 explosive. Set 
screws are inserted and the projec- 
tile is complete. 

A 7.62 Russian round — bullet re- 
moved, of course — is placed in the 
primer hole in the bottom of the 
case. This serves as the initial prim- 
er. A paper tube, the length of the 
75 case, is slipped over the 7.62 
round and filled with FFFG black 
powder. Wrapping paper is placed 
inside the perforated shell casing, 
which then is filled with approxi- 
mately three pounds of DuPont 
PB6 shotgun powder. This can be 
bought in twenty-five-pound drums 
and is relatively inexpensive. As the 
powder is poured into the casing, it 
forces the wrapping paper flush 
against the sides of the casing. 
When the 75 is triggered, the 7.62 
round ignites the tube full of black 
powder, which, in turn, ignites the 
propelling charge. 

Results are about the same as 




that of government rounds,” claims 
one revolutionary. “The same for- 
mula is used for 57 rounds.” 

I tried to determine which wea- 
pons were most popular among the 
anti-Castroites. One grizzled Amer- 
ican remarked, “If it shoots, it’s 
popular.” Generally speaking, they 
have used nearly anything and ev- 
erything you can name. They love 
Stens. They may never have shot 
one but everyone wants them Same 
story with Thompsons. A Thompson 
is to a Cuban as a Single Action 
Colt is to a drugstore cowboy. 

“We’ve seen a little bit of every- 
thing, my informant continued. 
“Schmiessers, Solothurns, MP 44s, 
ERMA 9mm machine pistols, PPsh- 
41s, Berreta Model 38A and the 
38/ 42. Russian and Czech weapons 
are in demand for instructional 



purposes. Some outfits want to 
know how to use PPshs if thev get 
stranded in Cuba.” 

One revolutionary was not con- 
cerned about taking weapons of 
calibers that did not match those 
used by the Cuban Communists and 
Russians. 

“We hit and run,” he pointed out. 
“Seldom do we get in a firefight 
where we expend our basic. load. In 
fact, most of the time we avoid 
firefights. Most of , our missions 
pertain to resupplying our under- 
ground units or infiltrating and ex- 
filtrating agents. If we get in a 
hot fight and find ourselves in a 
situation where we have Czech 
and/or Russkie ammo available, we 
figure We’ll have the guns to shoot 
the stuff, too.” 

The Americans who have been 





Roy Hargraves, another of the free- 
lance advisors to the Cubans, pauses 
on a key in Carribean. He is armed 
with M-2 carbine , folding stock. 
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William Dempsey, a Canadian volun- 
teer, carries a Thompson sub-machine 
gun as he leads training patrol. 



serving as advisors to the Cubans 
seem to prefer the modern run of 
assault rifles — CETMEs and 
FALs. 

Let’s see what one well-known 
Cuban counter-revolutionary likes 
as far as ordnance goes! I talked 
at length with Tony Questa, mili- 
tary chief of Commando L, which 
has been causing Fidel a lot of 
trouble over the past couple of 
years and several Federal agencies 
a lot of sleepless nights. 

Questa’s group was responsible 
for the sinking of the Russian 
freighter, Baku, in a Cuban harbor 
in the spring of 1963. He and sev- 
eral compatriots tore into the har- 
bor on a small fast boat, raking 
their target with fire from their 
FALS and a 20mm mounted on the 
bow. Upon approaching the freight- 
er, they lobbed hand grenades on 
deck while fastening a magnetic 
mine at the water line. They whip- 
ped their craft around to the other 
side of the freighter so as to main- 
tain fire on the decks until the 
mine exploded. Once the mine blew, 
they made it out of the harbor Re- 
sult: $700,000 worth of Cuban 
sugar ruined; one Russian freight- 
er sunk. However, the water was 
shallow and the ship was raised. 

It had to remain in drvdock for 
two months, according to Questa, 
due to the damage to the engine 
room by shells from the 20mm 
Laithi. 

BROWN : If you were going to 
outfit a boat for a raid, what type 
of weapons would you prefer? 

QUESTA : Reccilless rifles — 75s 
and 57s. They have a lot of power 
and don’t create stress on the small 




boats we use. We couldn’t use a 
mounted weapon of comparable size. 

rip the boat a Part. 

BROWN : Have you used re- 
coilless rifles successfully off of 
small boats? 

QUESTA : Yes. 

BROWN: I have heard that 
sometimes you might run into prob- 
lems because of gas fumes I know 
Qt one instance where back-blast 
ignited fumes in the bilge and de- 
stroyed the boat. 



QUESTA: We have developed a 
special ventilating system to elimi- 
nate this problem. The man firing 
the weapon sits on the bow of the 
boat, with the rear of the weapon 
facing the ocean. It has proven very 
effective. 

BROWN: If you’re going to use 
a 11 cabber machine gun on a 
small boat, how do you compensate 
for recoil? 

QUESTA: We cannot use regu- 
Iai mounts, as they are too heavy 
and create too much stress Also 
they are conspicuous. We have de- 
veloped a mount using a regular 
rubber automobile tire that ab- 
sorbs the recoil. The weapon is se- 



ttle American advisors and Cubans 
confer in secret training camp in jun- 
gle. Cuban youth with the slung Ga- 
rand rifle inspects defective carbine. 



cured to the tire by cables. It works 
perfectly. 

BROWN: What type of small 
arms do you prefer? 

QUESTA : I have always prefer- 
led the NATO FAL rifle. It’s light- 
weight, dependable, fast, accurate 
and easy to opeiate. In the past, it 
was possible to buy these in gun 
stores in the United States. The 
Federal Government then ordered 
gun stores to cease selling FALS, 
even though they were semi-auto- 
matics. They prohibit FAL sales to 
anyone. 

BROWN : What other types of 
weapons do you prefer? 

QUESTA: We buy Garands — 
the M-l — as it is dependable and 
we can shoot grenades from it. We 
like shotguns for ambushes when 
we operate on land. 

. BROWN : Do you have difficulty 
m obtaining the type of weapons 
you need ? 

QUESTA : Right now it is very 
difficult for us, as the U.S. Govern- 
ment is putting pressure on the 
people that used to sell us weapons 
This makes it difficult. This makes 
it necessary for us to create our 
own weapons. 

BROWN : You actually manufac- 
ture some of your own weapons? 



QUESTA: We even make mag- 
netic mines. And we have created 
some unique booby traps. We even 
use bows and arrows like the Spe- 
cial Forces. Sometimes we have used 
French BARs. 

BROWN : Is this weapon an ac- 
tual BAR of different caliber used 
by the French ? 



QUESTA : Well, we call it a 
French BAR as it looks like a BAR. 
We changed the caliber so we can 
use .30/06, as it is more available, 
this however, is difficult and takes 
much time. 

BROWN: What type of weapons 
did you have on the Baku raid? 

QUESTA: One 20mm Laithi and, 
three FALS plus the mine and 
hand grenades. 



In attempting to reclaim the isl- 
land they feel is theirs, the Cuban 
exiles are working against hard- 
ships. The recent defection by Fi- 
del Castro s own sister and her an- * 
nouncement that her brother plans 
to leave Cuba in rubble, burning 
and dynamiting everything if he is 
deposed, has given them just cause 
to fight on. 

Where this effort, meager as it 
may be, will end is a matter for 
future historians.® 





